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0sn9t2009

SIJBJECT: VEHICLE IMPOTIND PRO CEDURE

This is a revised Operating Procedure and supersedes all previous procedures pefraining to this
subject.

I. PTIRPOSE

To establish Department prbcedures for the impound and release of motor vehicles.

II. PROCEDT]RE

Generally, it is the policy of National City Police Department, that vehicles not be
impounded unless it serves a specific police puqpose, and then only in compliance with state
and local law.

A. Officers shall not, as a matter of routine, impound vehicles in arrest situations. The
exception to this is a violation of California Vehicle Code Section 14602.6, which is
described in Section V of this Operating Procedure.

If the owner/driver of a vehicle is arrested, and the vehicle is not of evidentiary
value, the vehicle shall:

1. Be parked and locked if possible;

2. If it is not possible to secure the vehicle, the owner/driver may choose to
have the vehicle imoounded:

3. If the owner/driver is incapacitated or uncooperative, and the vehicle cannot
be secured, it shall be impounded by the officer.

B. All use of police contracted tow service should be done in such a fashion that stand-
by time is heldto aminimum.

C. Generally, vehicies subject to either abatement or 72-hours enforcement should be
tagged with the appropriate orange warning sticker and marked in a way that would
indicate the vehicle had not been moved. This information will be documented in the
vehicle impound report if a vehicle is abated or impounded for 72-h9ur violation.
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Vehicle impounds resulting from either abatement or 72-how enforcement shall be
restricted to between 0700- 1 600, Monday-Friday.

Vehicle abatements and 72-hour impounds shall not routinely be made during
periods of inclement weather.

Officers requesting tow of a car shall advise radio of any special circumstances the

tow company should be aware of prior to responding, such as the need for a dolly,
etc.

The tow company charges a fee for removing vehicles from private property on the
request of the properly owner. Persons requesting this service should be told to
contact the tow company andarrange their own business deals.

Any police generated complaints concerning the quality of tow car service, (response

times, failure to respond, etc.), shall be forwarded to the Traffic Sergeant, who shall
maintain a file of such complaints.

m. VEHICLES VALUED AT $3()().()() OR LESS

A. Vehicles valued at $300.00 or less, as determined by the PEO appraiser (CVC
22855), are separated into three categories:

1. VIN and license removed and/or registered/legal owner not on file;

2. Registered/legal owner on file; and,

3. Vehicles which lack an engine, transmission, wheels, tires, doors, windshield
or any part or equipment necessary to operate safely on the highways of
California ICVC Section 22669.d].

In compliance with CVC Section2285l.2, any vehicle found abandoned and valued
at $300 or less that is in such condition that there is no means of determinins
ownership, shall be removed and immediately disposed of by a licensed dismantler.

1. In these cases the PEO shall impound the vehicle as described in Section III
of this Operating Procedure.

2. In addition to a CI{P form 180. the PEO shall fill out a DMV Form
REG.462.

3. The original (white) and pink copies of the REG. 462 shall be given to the
contract tow truck driver instead of the Vehicle Impound Control Card,
which is not required.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

B.
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4. The yellow copy of the P*EG.462 shall be attached to the CIIP Form 180

and tumed in.

5. In addition to checking the box marked "CVC 2285I.2', the PEO shall
complete Items 1-1 1 of the REG. 462.

C. In compliance with CVC Section22857.3, any vehicle found abandoned and valued
at $300 or less, the registered or legal owner of which can be determined, shall be

impounded in compliance with Section III of this Operating Procedure.

1. In these cases the PEO shall complete a CIIP Form 180 and a DMV Form
REG.462 in addition to a Vehicle Impound Control Card.

2. The CI{P 180, all copies of the REG.462 andthe remaining copies of the
Vehicle Impound Control Card shall be turned in. I

3. The PEO shall, within 48 hours of impound, send the original PD 515b to the
registered or legal owner via certified mail, return receipt requested.

4. If no response is received with 15 days of the date the letter is mailed or the

delivery receipt is received, the PEO shall pull the original (white) and pink
copy of the REG. 462, ensure the box marked "CVC 2285L3" is checked
and Items 1-11, particularþ Item 9, are completed, and deliver it to the
contract tow company.

5, The yellow copy of the REG. 462 and the certified mail delivery receipt, (or
returned letter), shall be filed with the case.

6. PEOs shall maintain a file of all PD5l5b forms sent via certified mail.

D. Vehicles found abandoned which are valued at $3-00 or less and which lack an

engine, transmission, wheels, tires, doors, windshield or any part or equipment
necessary to operate safely on the highways of California, may be immediatel)¡
removed.

1. No 72-hour notice is required.

2. If, however, the vehicle otherwise falls within either of the categories
déscribed in Section III Subsections 8.2 or 3 of this Operating Procedure, all
provisions of those subsections shall be complied with.

rv. ABATEMENTS (CVC 2260 TO 22668)

Vehicles towed in compliance with applicable abatement statutes will be impounded
pursuant to a lawful abatement order, fumished by the Department A.V. A. Officers.
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V. STORAGE/IMPOTIND PROCEDURES FOR CALIFORNIA DRTVER'S LICENSE
YIOLATIONS

Officers of the department shall take appropriate enforcement action utilizing the

most effective vehicle storage/impound authority when they encounter a driver who
is unlicensed, or has a suspended or revoked license.

C.V.C. Section 14602.6 provides for a 30 day impoundment of a vehicle when
driven by a driver who has a suspended or revoked driver's license or by a driver
who has never been issued a license. This Califomia Vehicle Code Section does not
apply to drivers who have an expired license.

1. C.V.C. Section 14602.6(a) provides for a 30 day impoundment of a vehicle
under certain circumstances when an officer determines thaL a person was

driving a vehicle, including having been involved in a traffic collision, while
his or her driving privilege was suspended orrevoked or without ever havinE
been issued a driver's license.

A 30 day impoundment applies to the following:

a. The driver's license is suspended or revoked with good service listing
an authority code of 13200 C.V.C. through 13376 C.V.C, inclusive.

In the event there is no record of the driver having been served, a 30
day hold may still be applied if the officer is able to articulate that the
driver has knowledge of the suspension/revocation or pending action,
such as admission to have failed to appear in court, or failure to pay a
fine imposed by the court. In this case, the officer shall serve the
driver with notice of suspension by completing form DL-310.

The driver has never been issued a license.

2. Officers should mark the 'Agency Hold" box and indicate "hold for 30 days"
in the remarks section of the California Highway Patrol Form 180 (See

Attachment "4") for impoundments under C.V.C. section 14602.6.

The legal owner or registered owner or agent of a vehicle that is impounded pmsuant
to C.V.C. Sections 22651@) and 14602.6 shall be provided an opportunity to have a
storage hearing to determine the validity of the storage in accordance with C.V.C.
Section 22852 if a request is received or postmarked within 10 working days of the
storage/impoundment. A hearing shall be conducted within two working days of the
request. The hearing officer is designated as the Traffic Unit supervisor or a Patrol
supervisor if the Traffic supervisor is not available.

A.

B.

b.

c.

C.
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vr. RELEASE

No impounded vehicle with a hold applied shall be released by the contract tow company
unless the Department has released the hold.

VII. RECORDSRESPONSIBILITY

Upon receipt of a Vehicle Impound/Recovery Report (CIf 180), and upon determination
that the vehicle has not yet been released, Records personnel shall:

A. Mail a Notice of Stored Vehicle (DOJ Form SS-8135) to the registered and legal
owners within 48 hours of the impound, weekends and holidays excluded (CVC
228s2).

This shall not apply to vehicles impounded pursuant to a lawful abatement order,
vehicles impounded for hit and run investigation (CVC 22655), or vehicles
impounded with special holds placed on them (See O.P. 124).

Send a copy of the Notice of Stored Vehicle to the involved storage agency.

If the impounded vehicle is not registered and has not been released within five (5)
days of impound, a Notice of Stored vehicle, with Section D completed, shall be
mailedto DOJ (CVC 22853).

o.P. 124

Related. Policies

Vehicle Holds and Detective Notification

B.

C.
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