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suBJECr: SOUTH BAY EXPRESSWAY (SR-125) - USE OF'

This is a new Operating Procedure.

I. PURPOSE:

To establish Department guidelines for the use of the South Bay Expressway (SR-125)by
police personnel driving City owned vehicles.

il. BACKGROUND

The South Bay Expressway is owned by California Transportation Ventures (CTV). It is
the first toll road in San Diego County, located within the City of Chula Vista. The South
Bay Expressway connects the SR-905 to the SR-54 and SR-125 freeways.

The expressway creates an efficient route to traverse the eastern end of Chula Vista to the
International Border. However, there is no toll exemption for City owned police vehicles
that include State of California "Exempt" plated vehicles and "Marked" police vehicles
during non-emergency situations. Consequently, the City of National City will be liable
for any tolls for fines incurred by City owned vehicles.

California Vehicle Code Sections 23302 and 23302.5 discuss the use of toll roads and
penalties for toll evasion. Violations of these sections are covered by civil penalties and
are not considered infractions or criminal acts.

ilI. POLICY

All department employees shall adhere to the following guidelines but it is not intended
to limit a supervisor's judgment or discretion in cases where officer safety would be
jeopar{izedby taking analtemate route of travel.

IV. PROCEDURES

A. Marked police emergency vehicles exemptions:

1. Officers driving marked police vehicles may use the South Bay Expressway
during emergency situations when:
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a) Responding to an emergency anywhere on the South Bay Expressway.

b) Responding with emergency lights and siren to a code-three cover

officer call.

c) Responding or participating in a police pursuit or other police
emergency.

d) .Responding to emergency lights and siren to an emergency or incident
where the use of the South Bay Expressway will reduce an officers'
response time.

Officers shall not use the South Bay Expressway during routine patrol activities or
to traverse the east sector of Chula Vista during routine circumstances.

Unmarked and/or "Exempt" plated police vehicles:

1. Only department vehicles equipped with department issued Fastrak

transponders will be allowed to routinely travel the South Bay Expressway.

2. When practical, employees are encouraged to use alternate routes of travel.

3. Employees may elect to use the South Bay Expressway at their own expense.

The department will reimburse the toll fee when used for official department
pu{pose when travel through this route is most efficient.

4. Employees driving a City owned vehicle or their own vehicle while on-duty
will be responsible for any fees and/or fines from CTV they incur for failing
to pay the toll or adhering to depafment guidelines.

5. Employees shall not use their employer's name, their own title, badge or
identification, while on-duty and/or off-duty, to avoid the toll charge, or
accept gratuities to travel the road free ofcost.

Exemptions for unmarked and/or "Exempt" plated police vehicles:

1. Police officers may use the expressway during an active surveillance
investigation or operation.

2. 'When practical, police officers involved in an active surveillance or
investigation should pay the toll fee to avoid the fine. The officer(s) will be

reimbursed by the department for legitimate investigations.

C.
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3. If an officer is unable to pay during an active surveillance, she/he must notiff
the Communications Center and their supervisor to document the incident to
avoid pending fines.

4. Upon receiving the notification, the supervisor shall prepare a memorandum
detailing the incidenlsurveillance operation; the memorandum shall be sent to
the Chief s Office via the chain of command. Memorandums shall include the
receipt signed by the officer and supervisor. The officer will be reimbursed
according to department internal protocols.

5. In rare circumstances, it may not be practical for officers engaged in an active
surveillance to pay the toll or otherwise adhere to these guidelines. Such
instances may include officer safety, counter surveillance, and/or active
evasion tactics by suspects. In such instances employees shall notiff their
supervisor immediately or as soon as practical and follow the procedures

listed in#4 regarding the documentation.

Protocol to handle toll violation notices:

]. As a matter of routine, notice of toll violations are received by Public Works
and forwarded to the police department.

Violation notices will be assigned to the Support Operations Lieutenant to
collect and prepare documentation for official department response to the
violation.

In such instances that the violation does not qualify as a legitimate department
business and does not qualiff under the listed exemptions, the Support
Operations Lieutenant will forward the notice of toll violation to the affected
employee' s supervisor.

The Support Operations Lieutenant will be responsible to follow up with CTV
to ensure there are no delinquent payments by department employees who
incurred fines while on-duty driving a City owned vehicle.

2.

3.

4.
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Note: Failure to pay tolls could result in fines up to $500 and could result in a hold by
DMV on vehicle registration until all penalties are paid.
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CHIEF OF POLICE


