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ORIGINAL DATE: 0810619r

REVISED DATE: 0312712002

SIJBIECT: DETOX INEBRIATE PLACEMENT AND
REPORTING

This is a revised Operating Procedure and supersedes all previous procedures pertaining to this

subject.

I. PI.]RPOSE

A. To establish clear and reasonable guidelines and procedures to assist offtcers in
determining whether to place inebriates in "DETOX" or elsewhere.

B. To establish procedures for placement of inebriates at "DETOX. "

C. To esøblish procedures to assist in resolving problems associated with the

placement of inebriates at "DETOX. "

il. POLICY

All adults who have been found in a public place and who are intoxicated by alcoholic

beverages to the extent that they are in violation of section 647(Ð CPC shall be placed at

"DETOX" unless one of the following conditions exist:

A. Under the influence of any drug or under the combined influence of alcoholic

beverage and any drug;

B. When probable cause exists to cause the offtcer to believe the subject has

committed any felony, or when the subject has committed any misdemeanor in
addition to the 647(Ð CPC;

C. When there is a likelihood that the subject will attempt escape or will be

un¡easonably diffrcult for the personnel at "DETOX" to control;

D. The officer has been required to utilize significant physical force in controlling the

subject;

E. The subject is a ch¡onic inebriate who is known to have been transported to

"DETOX" previously;
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F.

G.

Conditions exist which make it virtually impossible to send a unit out of the City

for that purpose;

When a "responsible" adult persor has been located who is capable and willing to

accept responsibility for the custody and care of the inebriate. The inebriate must

also agree to the arrangement. (A supervisor's consent will be obtained when this

procedure is employed.);

"DETOX" personnel refuse to accept the inebriate;

When the inebriate has a serious or significant injury or illness which requires

prompt medical attention, or

When the inebriate states that he or she does not want to be placed at "DETOX. "

PROCEDURE

Generally, all adult inebriates who qualify for placement at "DETOX" should be

transported directly there from the place of contact. The location is:

"Volunteers of America" Detoxification Center

1111 Island Avenue
San Diego, CA (232-9343).

A. At "DETOX" the officer shall escort the inebriate to the reception counter and

shall provide the reception worker with the necessary assistance and information

to assist in an efFrcient and orderly placement.

B. The off,rcer shall obtain the information necessary to complete the "ARIIS-8" prior

to leaving "DETOX" if possible. The officer need not provide the inebriate with

a certificate describing the arrest as a detention, however, records personnel are

required by 851.6(b) CPC to send such a certificate to the subject at a later date.

C. Upon return to the Ciry, the officer shall provide the completed "ARIIS-8" to the

shift supervisor. The "ARIIS-8" shall indicate that the arrestee was released

S49(bX2), and shall have a brief narrative of the ci¡cumstances. The "Volunteers

or America" receipt for the inebriate shall be attached to the "ARIIS-8". The

'ARÍIS-8" shall then be processed in the standa¡d maruler.

H.

I.

J.

uI.
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W. SPECIAL CONDITIONS

After the officer has successfully completed the "DETOX" referral and has left the

facilþ, the responsibility for custody of the subject is technically out of NCPD's hands.

Ethical considerations require that we remain somewhat flexible, however. In those

circumstances where "DETOX' calls and states they are rejecting an inebriate they had

previously accepted from NCPD, a good faith effort will be made to have an off,tcer

return and take custody of the individual in a timely manner. When that is not possible,

"DETOX" will diplomatically be referred to SDPD, and the "ARIIS-8" updated.

V. INTOXICATED AND SUBSTANCE ABUSING JWENILES (Title 15, Section

1431(c)):

1. A medical clearance shall be obtained prior to booking any juvenile who displays

outward signs of intoxication of or is known or suspected to have ingested any

substance that could result in a medical emergency.

2. Supervision shall include direct personal observations no less than once every 15

minutes until resolution of the intoxicated state, with the actual time of each

personal observation documented.
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